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Everyone should be treated  
fairly and equally...

“�Kalamazoo should stand for equality. Together, we can send the  
message that Kalamazoo is open, inclusive, and values equality... 
Vote “yes” to pass this ordinance.”  	        ~Kalamazoo Gazette 10-25-09
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Two opposing
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BUMPER CROP SEEN

Apple prices down as
yield in state way up

BY ALEX NIXON
anixon@kalamazoogazette.com
(269) 388-2783

KALAMAZOO — The hundreds
of people in Michigan and Ohio
who invested $50 million in
BBC Equities’ alleged Ponzi
scheme are unlikely to get
much, if any, of their money
back, a court-appointed re-
ceiver said Monday.

The Southfield-based real es-
tate investment company, oper-
ated by John Bravata and
charged with civil investment
fraud, has virtually no cash and
the majority of its real estate
holdings carry more debt than
thepropertiesareworth,accord-
ing to a report that the receiver,
Earle Erman, filed Monday in
U.S. District Court in Detroit.

“The potential recoverable
funds to the receivership estate
in connection with the possible
sale of such properties appears
to be de minimus when ana-
lyzed against what appears to
be at least $48 million in com-
bined trade and investor debt,”
Erman wrote in the report sum-
marizing his investigation of
BBC Equities and Bravata Fi-
nancial Group.

Erman has been able to re-
cover about $6,000 from two of
the companies’ bank accounts,
but most accounts “contained
little or no cash,” the report

states.
E r m a n ’s

i n v e s t i g a -
tion found
that 455
people in-
vested a total
of $51.1 mil-
lion in BBC
Equities. In-
vestors also
redeemed nearly $6.6 million,
leaving about $44.5 million
owed to investors.

Erman also found 39 proper-
ties that belong to the compa-
nies, including four rental
homes in Kalamazoo and
Portage and a rental home in
Three Rivers.

One of the Portage homes, on
West Lake, is occupied by Bra-
vata’s mother, the report states.
Its value is estimated at $326,000
but carries $312,000 in debt.

“Of the 39 property interests,
the receiver believes that the
majority of them should be im-
mediately abandoned to the re-
spective secured creditors,”
Erman wrote.

Bravata, who was charged
with investment fraud by the
U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission in July, said Mon-
day that he passed a polygraph
examination that tested
whether he committed fraud.

Bravata investors
unlikely to recover
funds, official says

LIBRARY TO HOST HALLOWEEN
FUN: Joel Tacey’s Spooktacular
will feature costumes, comedy,
juggling,
magic
and Hal-
loween-
themed
jokes and
surprises. The event, for kids
and parents, is set for 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday at the Eastwood Branch
Library, 1112 Gayle Ave. Free.
(269) 553-7810,
www.kpl.gov/eastwood.

GUITARISTS FEATURED
ON FILM: The film “It Might Get
Loud” — featuring guitarists
Jimmy Page, The Edge and Jack
White — will be shown at 8:30
p.m. Tuesday at the Riveria The-
atre, 50 N. Main St., Three
Rivers. $6, $5. (269) 278-8068,
www.trriviera.com.

24
EVENTS TO PLAN ON

IN
THE
NEXT

GRANDRAPIDS—Michigan apple
growers are racing to pick and,
more importantly, sell their prod-
ucts in this bumper-crop season.
The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture predicts that the state will
produce 1.15 billion pounds of ap-
ples, up 92 percent from last year
and possibly a record, although
the harvest is behind schedule be-
cause of cooler weather, the de-
partment reports.

As the country's third-largest
apple producer, Michigan might
growmore than a tenth of the na-
tion’s projected 10 billion pounds
of the fruit this year.
John Schaefer, president of Jack
Brown Produce Inc., in Sparta,
said sales have doubled or tripled
compared to last year’s sales at
this time, thanks to 69-hour work
weeks and lower prices.
BruceHeeren, vice president of

RidgekingApple Packing andStor-
age, in Kent County’s Alpine Town-
ship, said prices have dropped 20
percent to 30percent from last year,
while production costs are higher.
Last year’s prices were high be-
cause of low production, but this
year's prices are probably the low-
est in 15 to 20 years, Heeren said.
“There are good bargains for
consumers,” he said.

— Gazette News Service

Coming Sunday
The Gazette will reveal thewinners of the Readers’ Choice awards.

BY JEFF KART
Gazette News Service

Consumers Energy wants to
charge you for using less elec-
tricity.

The company has filed a plan
withtheMichiganPublicService
Commission to “decouple” the

relationship between energy
rates and use, and a ruling could
comeassoonasmid-November.

The idea is that the company
is now encouraging people to
use less electricity and natural
gas through a customer-
funded energy-efficiency pro-
gram, so Consumers needs to

begin to recover its fixed costs
for providing power by putting
a new charge on bills.

That new charge, which has
yet to be determined, officials
say, means customers would
pay a bit more in fixed costs
every month for energy. But the
idea is that they’d end up using

less energy, so the total costs
would go down.

So it behooves customers to
take advantage of the com-
pany’s energy-efficiency pro-
gramandtherebatesitprovides.
Informationabouttheprogram,

Utility wants to alter link between energy use, rates

See UTILITY, A5

BY AARON AUPPERLEE
aaupperlee@kalamazoogazette.com
(269) 388-8553

OSHTEMO TOWNSHIP —
Michael Huff stood outside his
sister’s apartment Monday, still
reeling in disbelief over the
death last week of his 26-year-
old sibling.

Police revealed Monday that
the death of Latonya Huff,
whose body was discovered
Thursday in her Oshtemo
Township apartment, has been
ruled a homicide. Michael Huff
said detectives told him his sis-
ter was on her way to work
when a man forced her back
into her apartment, tied her up,
robbed her and strangled her.

“It’s just so unbelievable that
someone would do this,” he
said.

Latonya Huff’s body was
found inside her apartment at
1413 Concord Place Drive, off KL
Avenue near Drake Road, at
11:14 a.m.Thursday. Kalamazoo

County Sheriff’s Office deputies
had gone to check on her after it
was reported that she had not
shown up for work at a National
City Bank call center.

The Sheriff’s Office said in a
news release Monday that
though there hadn’t yet been a
ruling on an exact cause of
death, the case was ruled a
homicide after investigators re-
ceived results of an autopsy.

Latonya Huff’s vehicle was lo-
catedinDetroit,andapersonwho
was inside it was arrested and
being held in jail on an unrelated
charge, the news release said.

Brother in disbelief after
death ruled a homicide

See BROTHER, A5

Latonya Huff

AL WEST
ALCS GAME 3

Yankees lead the series 2-1
5 - 4

NLCS GAME 4

Phillies lead the series 3-1
5 - 4

WMU to help
companies
go ‘green’

BY GABRIELLE RUSSON
grusson@kalamazoogazette.com
(269) 388-8412

PORTAGE — About 7,500 stu-
dents are spending today and
Wednesday at home after ill-
nesses caused widespread ab-
sences, forcing more than a
dozen Kalamazoo County
schools to close.

The school districts of Gull
Lake, Vicksburg and Galesburg-

AugustaaswellasPortageCentral
MiddleSchoolandClimax-Scotts
Elementary all are shut down.

They are expected to reopen
Thursday,saidLindaVailBuzas,the
KalamazooCountyhealthdirector.

Studentsaresufferingfromflu-
like symptoms such as fever,
aching muscles, cough and fa-
tigue,Vail Buzas said.

The state will test to determine
if the sicknesses are the result of
theH1N1virus,butlocalofficials

will not know the results for at
least another week.

But, Vail Buzas added, “For this
manykidsto allgooutatonetime,
your typical flu does not do that.”

The health director advised
parents not to panic about the
school closings or reports of
H1N1.

“Theconcernhereisnotthese-
riousness of the illness or the risk
of fatality,” Vail Buzas said. “The
concerningthingisthenumbers.”

In one local school, absences
reached nearly 40 percent, she
said.

About 28 percent of the stu-
dents were absent Monday at
PortageCentralMiddleSchool.It
is the first time in about three
yearsthataschoolinPortagehas
been closed because of illnesses,
district spokesman Tom Vance
said.

Flu-like illnesses close Kalamazoo County schools
Here is a list of school districts and individual schools that will be
closed Tuesday and Wednesday because large numbers of students
are experiencing flu-like symptoms:

School closings

Districts
❖ Galesburg-Augusta
Community Schools

❖ Gull Lake
Community Schools

❖ Vicksburg Community Schools

Schools
❖ Climax-Scotts
Elementary School

❖ Portage Central
Middle School

Source: Kalamazoo County Health
and Community ServicesSee FLU-LIKE, A5

John Bravata

See BRAVATA, A5

SHAWANO CLEARY / SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Homecoming Week activities got under way Monday on Western Michigan University’s campus as students competed in a canned-food sculpture
competition. Above, students create a model of Waldo Stadium, complete with field goal posts. The food that was donated was to be turned over
to Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes. On Saturday, the WMU football team will host Buffalo at 2 p.m. at Waldo Stadium for the homecoming contest.

H O M E C O M I N G W E E K
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Hackett
defeats
Paw Paw
in Division 3
district
tournament
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Vote YES on 1856
The Non-Discrimination Ordinance



That’s why I’m voting YES on 1856.“�We are all equal 
in the eyes of 
God. That is  
what I was 
taught, and  
that is how I  
live my life.  
And that is why  
I am voting YES 
on 1856.”

Mattie Jordan-Woods, Executive Director,  
Northside Association for Community  
Development

I am Mattie Jordan-Woods. I have lived, worked and  
worshipped in this community for 36 years.

Growing up, I learned some very important lessons:

Treat others the way you would like to be treated.
Judge not, lest you be judged.
We are all children of God.

These are the values I was taught, and that is how  
I live my life.

And that’s why I’m voting YES on 1856—the  
Non-Discrimination Ordinance.

Voting YES on 1856 is about fairness and equality. 
Nothing less, nothing more.

Voting YES on 1856  means that everyone in Kalamazoo 
is treated fairly and equally—black, white, straight or gay.

Voting YES on 1856  means that each and every one 
of us who do our jobs well deserve the right to earn a  
living without fear of being fired.

I’m voting YES on 1856 because in my heart,  
I know it is the right thing to do.

I hope you’ll join me. Vote YES on 1856.

“
“


